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We have recently received inquiries from some districts and emails from some county clerks about the annual
Statement of Economic Interests which must be filed by fire protection district trustees (and fire chiefs in most cases) and all
other local public officials each year by May 1. This year, there have been some changes in the form due to an amendment to
the Illinois Governmental Ethics Act by Public Act 102-0664 effective January 1, 2022. Some of the questions which are
required to be answered have changed and definitions have been modified or added to the law to clarify what must be
disclosed in answering the questions.
•
Question 1 now requires a listing of any single asset with a value in excess of $10,000.
•
Question 2 now requires a listing of sources of income or capital gains in excess of $7,500 in the prior calendar
year.
•
Question 3 requires a listing of certain, but not all, debts owed in excess of $10,000.
•
Question 4 requires the listing of a unit of government by which the official is employed, does contract work for,
or is an official of.
•
Question 5 requires the listing of any lobbyist with whom the official has an "economic relationship" or any
family member of the official who is a registered lobbyist.
•
Question 6 requires that that any gifts be listed which singly or in total exceed $500 from an entity or a person
who is not a family member of the official (unless the family member is a registered lobbyist in which case it
must be disclosed) for the preceding calendar year.
•
Question 7 requires the disclosure of a spouse or immediate family member who is employed by a public utility
in the state.
While persons submitting the form are required to disclose and identify assets and debts, the statutory instructions
state that "you do not need to disclose specific amounts or values…." This means that while you must list an asset or a debt,
you do not have to state the value or dollar amount of that item. There are also items in these categories that do not have to
be reported. With this memo is a sheet of definitions which, for assets and debts in particular, may assist in the preparation of
the answers.
Submittal of the Statement is mandatory. This year, extra care should be taken in completing it correctly. Local
officials who do not submit the Statement face forfeiture of office and incomplete or inaccurate answers would violate the
statute and, while not likely, could result in fines or imprisonment.
Although the form as set out in the statute contains a certification by an "ethics officer" this applies to state officials
and not local officials.
Some counties are now requiring the statement to be completed online rather than by paper. Your County Clerk can
advise you about the manner of filing in your county. If you hold more than one office, only one filing is required.
If you have questions about the Statement or its completion, please contact us or your County Clerk.
TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES FOR FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT TRUSTEES
•

•
•

On February 12, 2022, the Illinois Association of Fire Protection Districts is sponsoring a virtual, online only Continuing
Trustee Education (CTE) training session. We will be presenting the legal update portion of the program. This
program is being given in lieu of the Winter Conference this year due to the Omicron COVID outbreak.
On March 5, 2022, an in-person only CTE program will be presented at the Illinois Fire Service Institute in Champaign.
We will again be the presenters of the legal portion. Information and
On March 26, 2022, an in-person only CTE program will be presented at Cherry Valley with the legal program being
given by attorneys Shawn Flaherty and John Motylinski of the Ottosen law firm.

Information and Registration for all of these programs is online at info@iafpd.org or from Karrie Beneky at
karrie@iafpd.org. We strongly suggest that at least one trustee from the district attend one of these programs.

